Amy Cermak of Northern Hills Area CASA
2026 Lifetime Achievement Award Recipient

The Spearfish Lifetime Achievement
Award recognizes those whose impact
reaches far beyond a single moment or
a single year. It honors those whose
dedication quietly changes lives over
time, leaving our community stronger,
safer, and more compassionate.

For nearly four decades, this
organization has been doing exactly
that.
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people together, raise awareness,

and create opportunities for our community to stand alongside them in their mission.
They recruit and train volunteers, build partnerships across the region, and organize
events that not only support their work but bring incredible energy and visitors to
Spearfish.

Many people may not realize that they put on the Spearfish Canyon Half Marathon,
which this year celebrates its 40th annual race. Last year alone, 576 runners from 33
states and multiple countries came here to experience the beauty of Spearfish Canyon.

They also host the Black Hills Super 6, now entering its 8th year, which welcomed a
record-breaking 170 competitors last year. Events like these showcase our community,
support our local economy, and bring people together for a cause that truly matters.

Each April, during Child Abuse Prevention Month, they partner with local organizations
and community members to raise awareness about child maltreatment and the
importance of advocacy for vulnerable children.

And if you have ever stopped by their office during the Christmas season, you know the
incredible heart behind their holiday project—where volunteers and staff work tirelessly
to make sure the children and families they serve experience a little extra joy during
what can be a very difficult time of year.

The truth is, any one of those efforts would be worthy of recognition on its own. Their
impact goes far beyond the events they host or the programs they organize.

CASA stands for Court Appointed Special Advocates. And what that really means is
this: when a child experiences abuse or neglect and enters the court system, someone
is appointed to stand beside them. Someone who listens. Someone who learns their
story. Someone who speaks up for what is best for that child.



Because when a child enters that system, it can be confusing, overwhelming, and
frightening. And in those moments, what they need most is not another form, another
meeting, or another process.

What they need most... is someone who cares.

That is where CASA volunteers step in.

They show up. They spend time with these children. They talk with teachers, caregivers,
and social workers. They sit in courtrooms and make sure the child’s voice is heard.
Most importantly, they remain a steady, consistent presence in a time when so much of
a child’s world feels uncertain.

Sometimes the most powerful thing in a child’s life is simply knowing that one adult has
not forgotten them.

Since 1986, Northern Hills CASA has served children across eight counties in our
region. Hundreds of children who needed someone in their corner have had a volunteer
standing beside them, advocating for their safety, their well-being, and their future.

But the true impact of this organization can'’t really be measured in statistics.

It is measured in the quiet moments when a child realizes someone is listening.

It is measured in the courage it gives a young person to keep believing that their life can
be better.

And it is measured in the futures that are forever changed because someone chose to
stand up and say, “This child matters.”

Organizations like Northern Hills CASA remind us that the strength of a community is
not defined by its buildings, its roads, or even its growth.

It is defined by how we care for our most vulnerable.

For nearly forty years, Northern Hills CASA has ensured that when children face some
of the hardest moments of their lives, they do not face them alone.

And tonight, it is our honor to recognize an organization that has given a voice to those
who needed one most.

And may we all be inspired by their example to show up, speak up, and stand beside
the children who need us most.



