Eric & Heather Schmidt of Spearfish Sasquatch
2026 Community Impact Award Recipient

The Spearfish Sasquatch, led by Eric
Schmidt and Heather Schmidt, have
truly hit it out of the park — not just on
the field, but throughout the Spearfish
community.

Since 2017, the Sasquatch have grown
into far more than a hometown summer
baseball team. They serve as a
community catalyst, creating affordable,
family-friendly entertainment that brings
thousands of fans together each
summer. Families, businesses, and

Presented by Tony Pannone [right], Spearfish Area
o Chamber of Commerce 2026 Past Chair, received by Eric &
visitors gather at the ballpark to Heather Schmidt [middle & left].

cheer, laugh, and share experiences
that help brighten the season and strengthen community connections.

Their impact extends well beyond the game itself. The Spearfish Sasquatch create
employment opportunities for local youth and adults, provide volunteer opportunities,
and lead programs such as their Host Family initiative and youth baseball camps. The
organization also partners with local nonprofits and businesses while helping bring
tourism and additional visibility to the Spearfish community.

At the heart of the organization are Eric and Heather Schmidt, whose leadership and
dedication have helped shape the team into the community-focused organization it is
today. Many in the community have come to know them through local events,
partnerships, and collaborations over the years. Those relationships often grow beyond
simple business interactions, reflecting the genuine character and commitment they
bring to their work. Their core values are evident in how they lead the organization and
how they engage with the community.

The impact of the Spearfish Sasquatch has been widely recognized across the
community. The organization has received awards from Visit Spearfish, Spearfish
Economic Development, and the Spearfish Area Chamber of Commerce — a rare
accomplishment for a single business or organization.

In sports, an achievement like this might be compared to a “triple crown” or a “grand
slam.” In entertainment, it might be likened to earning an EGOT — winning an Emmy,
Grammy, Oscar, and Tony. In Spearfish, however, it simply reflects something even
more meaningful: well-deserved recognition for the lasting and positive impact the
Spearfish Sasquatch continue to make in the community.



