
2020 Spearfish Chamber Annual Award Recipient

L I F E T I M E  A C H I E V E M E N T

HARVEY KRAUTSCHUN

The LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD celebrates business success. This award is given 
to a business or individual that has supported Spearfish for over twenty years and has been a 
continuous member of the Spearfish Area Chamber of Commerce.

We are proud to present the Lifetime Achievement Award to an individual that has a histo-
ry of being an earnest and enthusiastic supporter of the entire Spearfish community. He orig-
inally came to Spearfish in 1968 from Colorado to earn his Social Science degree at Black Hills 
State University, class of 1972. During his time at BHSU, he met the love of his life Joy Proctor. 

Harvey Krautschun and his wife Joy started a New York Life business in 1976 in Spearfish 
providing pension and retirement plans before starting Financial Benefits Inc. in 1979.

Harvey and Joy were blessed with two children – Bart (wife, Nicole) & Jamie (husband, 
Mike). From these marriages they were blessed with 8 grandchildren.

Harvey served in the South Dakota Legislature for 12 years as a representative from District 
31 and held the position of Speaker of the House his last term. During his time at the legislature, 
he was presented with the “Guardian of Small Business” Award. 

He has served on the BHSU Foundation Board of Directors for many years, including time 
as president of the group.  He has also served in other community leadership roles including 
Spearfish Lion’s Club, St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, the West River Estate Planning Council and 
more.

In 2008, Harvey was recognized by Black Hills State University Alumni Foundation as “One 
of BHSU Top 125 Accomplished Alumni”. And then in 2009, Harvey and Joy were honored to sit 
as Parade Marshals for the BHSU Swarm Day Parade. 

In 1996, business partner, Tamara Burke, started with the financial firm and the business 
has evolved today into providing a multitude of financial and planning resources for the entire 
region.

In addition to their long-term business success and recognition in the industry, Harvey and 
his staff give their time and financial gifts generously to community programs.

For those that know Harvey, they know the passion he has for humankind and Spearfish.

Thank you, Harvey!


