
BUSINESS BEAUTIFICATION
STUDIO 621

The BUSINESS BEAUTIFICATION AWARD will recognize a local business or organization for 
their overall beautification efforts, enhancing our community visually, and making it inviting for 
current and potential residents. 

The year is 1876. Gold fever is attracting prospectors, homesteaders, and adventurers to the 
Northern Black Hills of Dakota Territory. A small settlement along the Spearfish Creek is begin-
ning to show signs of permanence. Spearfish is growing quietly into a center for commerce and 
community. In 1888, one year ahead of South Dakota Statehood, Spearfish incorporates as a 
city. By now, area ranchers and the handful of miners still working their claims are searching for 
a community that meets their social and commercial needs. Spearfish has already established 
its peaceful presence in this rugged land and stands ready to meet the challenges of statehood 
as the Queen City of the Black Hills. The L-shaped Spearfish Historic Commercial District encom-
passes a four-block area around Spearfish’ Main Street. It reflects a classic turn of-the century 
character generously incorporating the native sandstone into many of its original buildings.

Throughout the years, this downtown continually transitioned with the times. Many of the 
buildings losing their historic charm.

Fast forward to 2015. A downtown business is planning on closing its doors. Two local entre-
preneurs saw an opportunity to bring back some history while creating a space for everyone to 
enjoy. It was from this vision that Studio 621 downtown Spearfish was born. 

The renovation process was long indeed, as most are. One of the goals of the renovation was 
to restore some of the original features of the building. These included the original tin ceilings 
and exposing the historic brick walls. Calvin and Dorcie personally took to preserving the tin for 
the ceiling and restoring the brick walls.

Calvin and Dorcie Dardis did an amazing job creating a main street studio space with rustic 
modern ambiance for professional & personal meetings, classes & special events. The venue fea-
tures an open floor plan, original brick walls, authentic tin ceiling, seating for 50, wall mounted 
TV screen, blue tooth speaker, comfy couches, as well as tables and chairs. 

Not only did they focus on the inside of the venue, but a much needed face-lift was given 
to the exterior of the building as well. Each time a downtown business improves the outward 
appearance of their business, the entire downtown and community benefit.

Thank you Calvin and Dorcie for your efforts to beatify Spearfish. 

2020 Spearfish Chamber Annual Award Recipient


