
Lifetime Achievement Award

“As a lifelong resident of the Spearfish Community, I have seen first-hand the efforts that Barb has 
put into our community. Throughout the years I have see her involved in many different organiza-
tions. I am happy to have this opportunity to recognize all of her efforts and show my appreciation 
and support. It is rare that you find one individual so committed to bettering the quality of our 
community in everything they do, but Barb excels at just that. So I am honored to be able to put 
her name in for the Lifetime Achievement award.”

Barb Cline initiated the transportation program for seniors in Spearfish in 1989, operating just a few 
hours a day to get people to the local nutrition program. Starting out the fleet consisted of a single 
ten year old van (with no lift equipment) that transported seniors for a few hours a day in 
Spearfish.  The program has since become a fully coordinated public transportation system 
covering an area more than 7 times the size of Rhode Island.  And it continues to grow.  Now 
sporting a fleet of 40 vehicles (mostly lift-equipped), the service is indispensable in more than a 
dozen communities in six counties in the Black Hills.

From a single parking space at the nutrition site, Prairie Hills Transit moved to a 10,000 square feet 
facility.  The company then added bus facilities in Belle Fourche, Sturgis, Hot Springs and Custer 
expanding their service foot  print. In May, 2011, Prairie Hills Transit moved into a new 40,000 
square feet facility – a regional intermodal transit facility.  

Barb’s passionate commitment to enhancing the lives of older citizens and helping them remain 
independent in their own homes has since grown to encompass riders of all ages.
 
Her commitment is the major reason rural transportation exists in the Northern and Southern 
Black Hills of western South Dakota.  Besides the influence she has had in our local communities, 
Barb is a highly effective transit advocate on a local, state and national level.  Her willingness to 
share her vision with and learn from others has not only changed Prairie Hills Transit, but other 
transit operations as well.  She has gained support from city, county and state governments, and 
her support network spreads across the nation leading to many requests for speaking engagements 
at workshops and conferences.
 
Barb has a long list of accomplishments, awards and affiliations.  She has demonstrated vision, 
courage, and strength of character while making significant contributions to the quality of life for 
transit communities.  She is a respected leader who guides with determination, compassion and 
knowledge.  

Barb recently served on Chamber Board of Directors for six years. Having had the opportunity to 
work with and learn from her over those years was irreplaceable. I have said more than once in 
public that I consider her a true mentor. It is with great honor to call Barb Cline forward to accept 
the Lifetime Achievement award from the Chamber Board of Directors. 
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